
How to write an essay
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As a rule structure your essay into five paragraphs:

· Introduction

· Point 1

· Point 2

· Point 3

· Conclusion

The Introduction

The purpose of the introduction is to show the reader what to expect in your essay.  What is it about?  Show that you understand the question and indicate what argument you are going to make.  

Explain the way in which you going to answer the question, and indicate the points you are going make. 

The Main Body

The purpose of the main body of the essay is to make the points that you identified in your introduction. 

Pick one line of argument and divide it into three support points that back up this argument. 

Decide in advance the order in which you will advance your argument, for example:

· Chronologically (in order of relevant events) 

· Strongest point first

Three support points is useful because fewer than that may not provide enough of an answer, you may struggle to write about the topic.   If you have too many points you may not provide enough detail for the examiner to get a good undeerstanding of what you know about the subject . Three is ideal because it allows you to go into detail without overwhelming the reader.

The PEE chain is a way of writing that can provide good structure to any piece of academic writing.   It will  help you to construct essays and provide detail in your answers, but will also ensure that you stick to the point.  PEE stands for : Point, Evidence, Explanation.

· Point is a specific argument that you want to make within a paragraph.

· Evidence is the information you provide that supports the argument, statement or claim that you have made.  It could be a quote or a piece of technical data.

· Explanation links the point and the evidence or example, and will go into more detail.

PEE writing frame

	Point
	What is the point you are trying to make? How does it link to the main point of the paragraph?
	Revenge is the main theme running through Hamlet, and this theme centres on death.


	Evidence


	Which example of all the evidence you have researched are you going to use to back up your point?
	The Ghost's injunction to Hamlet in Act I, Scene V, carries an explicit command to revenge, "Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder." 

	Explain
	How are you going to demonstrate that the example or evidence proves / supports your point?
	This confirms for Hamlet the reality of Claudius' guilt. Hamlet exclaims "O my prophetic soul! My uncle?"


The Conclusion

The conclusion ‘wraps up’ your essay. It reminds the reader of what you set out to do in answering the question.   You should use slightly different wording than in the introduction, and re-states the three points you made. 

The conclusion should not be longer than your introduction. 

The conclusion should not significantly repeat material from the rest of your essay. Also, do not introduce any new information that you have not already talked about. 

Make sure your conclusion sounds confident. Do not use ‘buts’ or ‘maybes’ as this will weaken the overall impact of your essay. 
Personal composition question in the Leaving Certificate
This is worth 100 marks so don't forget to work on a perfect essay that you can use in the Composition section.  Base this on something that has happened to you.  Include : who, what, where, why, when, how, and how you were feeling.  Ask your teacher to correct this until you have a perfect version.  Then practice looking at the composition titles, and see how you might be able to adapt your essay to fit at least one of the titles. The first page of the attached Composition titles is Ordinary level, the second page is Higher.

Composition titles
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